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Choosing a data projector

The typical data projector is able to project an image input from a
computer, a digital camera (still or video), or a video cassette
recorder. In the latter case it will probably be necessary to amplify
the modest sound from the projector with active speakers
(speakers which contain an amplifier and need a power source).

It is of great usefulness, inter alia, for presenting information to a
U3A study group. A particularly useful tool is the program
“Powerpoint” which comes as part of Microsoft Office.

Properties that you need to consider

1. Projectors usually have a “native” resolution but most of them
can deal with computer input meant for a VGA (600 x 450 pixels),
SVGA (800 x 600 pixels) or XGA (1024 x 768 pixels) screen
resolution. It is always worth checking this point to make sure that
it will perform as you want it to. A SVGA projector showing an
XGA image is usually perfectly good.

2. Some projectors are brighter than others. A light output of 1000
ANSI Lumens is adequate for a slightly darkened room but many
today are brighter than that. Generally speaking brighter is better!



3. A zoom lens is useful to make the final adjustment to the picture
size projected onto the screen.

4. Weight. Projectors are getting lighter and generally the smaller
and lighter they are, the more expensive.

5. The most common methods for creating the image are liquid
crystal (TFT) and DLP. For more information on these properties
see the quotation below. The worst liquid crystal projectors show
the image as a collection of coloured squares (pixels) with well
defined borders. If the borders are indistinct, they are more
acceptable. You need to be sure that the projector will work with
any computers that you are likely to use. DLP uses miniature
rotating mirrors (see below for a fuller explanation).

6. Price. Both the price and weight of these projectors are falling.
You can now buy a perfectly adequate projector for under £1000
but it may not be the smallest.

7. The bulbs have a life of 2000 to 5000 hours and are expensive -
up to £400 or so.

8. Projectors occasionally come with their own digital camera
mounted on an adjustable arm. This means that photographic
prints or book pages may be projected onto the screen thus
carrying out the function of the dear old epidiascope.

9. Most projectors have a handheld remote control. Some basic
adjustments can only be made this way via an on-screen menu.

10. Keystone correction: most projectors are expected to project
pointing slightly upwards and can automatically correct the
sloping sides of the picture to make them parallel.

Good data on projectors and prices, lamp prices

http:/ /www.projected.co.uk/projectors.htm (click on projector

name to get more info if available)



Where to buy one

There are many web traders who supply projectors as well as most
computer outlets. Once you are sure of the specification that you
want, you should do a bit of a price comparison exercise.
www.ivojo.co.uk is a very good site with plenty of information
and you can phone them. Others are mentioned below. The piece
on LCD vs DLP is from the ivojo site:
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Some examples
(check web sources for complete specification)

Toshiba TDP-PS8

A very light DLP projector of native 1024x768 resolution (XGA)
but suitable for other resolutions, 1500 lumens. Very light at 1Kg
and available at as little as £650.

Infocus X3

Native XGA, 1600 lumens, DLP, 3000 hour lamp life claimed, 3.1
Kg. About £600 inc VAT.

Epson EMP-82



XGA 1024x768 native but suitable for other resolutions, LCD, 2000
lumens, weight 2.7Kg up to £800.

Each maker has many models and the above are just examples of
what is available at the bottom end of the range. An excellent
website for research is http:/ /www.ivojo.co.uk
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